Enhancing Legal Education in Scotland
UKCLE

Professional Education stream (1400-1600)
PEAT 1: Community of Practice

Convenor: Professor Paul Maharg, University of Strathclyde

1.
Workshop overview

This stream will take the form of a workshop on a unique, world-first initiative, namely the formation of an educational community of practice (CoP) open to all providers of PEAT 1 in Scotland.  The main aim of the CoP is the sharing of educational resources within the community, and the maintenance and use of those resources within the regulatory framework constructed by the Law Society of Scotland.  The draft manifesto of the community, based upon that of the Mozilla community, will be posted on to the PEAT 1 website (www.peat1.org) by 1 November.  The manifesto draws upon not just the principles of the open-source movement but also the movement for Open Educational Resources (OER).  For advantages of OER, see below, adapted from the recent HEFCE/JISC call for OER projects.  The Background Paper and Internal Working Paper 1 give further context to the initiative.  

2.
Workshop participants

The key participants will be representatives from current Diploma providers in Scotland.  Also welcome: students, trainees, practitioners, legal service administrators (eg HR), tutor-practitioners, academics.

3.
Agenda

1. Terms of community of practice (40 mins)

Discussion, redrafting and general agreement of the PEAT 1 CoP manifesto, the draft of which can be read on ‘The Way Forward’ page of the PEAT 1 Community of Practice website at www.peat1.org.  
2. Core and elective structures (20 mins)

The core and elective structure of PEAT 1 is currently being defined by the Society as being 60 credits core, and 60 credits electives.  How might providers best organise the creation of high-quality resources to support the new PEAT 1 programme?
3. Sharing best practice: what we all bring to the table (60 mins)
A roundtable discussion, with samples, of educational resources that each current DLP provider can bring to the community, with the conditions under which other providers can use the resources.  It would help if providers can, in addition to samples, bring to the meeting a brief manifest or list (12 or so copies would be helpful) of what they can share with others.  Note that this discussion is really just the start of a longer discussion about the creation and sharing of resources.  

4. Places, dates, times of next meetings

To be arranged.
4.
Advantages of OER

1. There are several main reasons for promoting open learning:
a. To encourage the sharing of learning resources between institutions, between academics and within communities of practice;
b. To enable learning materials and resources can be shared universally - locally, nationally and globally to support learning;

c. To encourage development and uptake of tools and processes supporting the release of open resources that will enhance both productivity and relevance by being customisable and adaptable by both academics and students;
d. To act as a marketing tool where students can view resources produced by an institution prior to applying to study there.

2. The potential benefits of the open release of learning resources by UK higher education institutions are seen as follows: 
a. An increase in student satisfaction concerning the quality of learning materials;
b. An enhancement of the global academic reputation of the UK HE system;
c. An increase in applications to UK HEI courses from international, and non-traditional, learners;
d. Improved value for money in resource creation for the UK HE sector;
e. UK higher education’s contribution to the public good and the developing world;
f. A significant increase in the open availability and use of free high quality online resources;
g. Advertising and marketing benefits to individual lecturers, HEIs and UK education, opening up universities to potential students (e.g. widen access; promote the uptake of science subjects),;
h. Making use of the significant investment that has already been made in digital content by providing ways to reuse and repurpose existing resources and to demonstrate how they can be used for teaching and learning;
i. Support for new modes of online learning, such as those that involve the use of web 2.0 tools.
(from recent HEFCE/Academy/JISC Grant Funding 14/08, http://www.jisc.ac.uk/fundingopportunities/funding_calls/2008/12/grant1408.aspx pp.2-3) 

Ways in which we may support the creation and maintenance of OER are set out briefly in the Internal Working Paper 1.  
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